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RFO  LETTER 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


June  7,  1957 
Letter  No.  772 


Things  are  so  nearly  ready  for  the  meeting  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  TV  and 
Radio  Farm  Directors  here  the  l6th  thru  19th  you  might  say  it's  about  to  "bust 
out  all  over"  like  June  is  already  doing. 

General  arrangements  chairman  Louis  Wilson  and  his  committee  put  final 
touches  on  this  week  and  advance  registration  returns  show  a  banner  attendance. 

Headquarters  will  be  the  Hotel  Washington  at  15th  and  Pennsylvania,  in 
downtown  Washington  near  the  USDA  and  only  a  block  from  the  White  House. 
Registration  for  the  meeting  will  be  under  way  in  the  official  suite  from  2  p.m. 
until  10  p.m.  Sunday,  June  l6th.    Members  and  associate  members  of  KATRFD  will 
pay  a  registration  fee  of  $5*00  for  the  meeting.    This  will  be  used  to  defray 
expenses  of  the  official  KATRFD  Luncheon  on  Monday  which  is  unsponsored  and  at 
which  representatives  of  the  radio  and  television  industries  will  be  guests. 
Admission  to  all  functions  will  be  by  name  badge  issued  at  registration.  Break- 
fast Monday  will  be  on  the  Washington  Hotel  Roof  at  7:30  a.m.    Buses  leave  for 
the  USDA  at  9:00  a.m.  sharp.    Registration  will  continue  Monday  morning. 

Officials  and  division  heads  of  USDA  will  be  available  for  interviews 
and  will  mingle  with  visiting  broadcasters  at  some  of  the  meals  and  meetings. 

We've  worked  out  arrangements  for  recording  the  statements  and  question- 
and-answer  sessions  with  Secretary  Benson,  and  the  assistant  secretaries  at  the 
Monday  a.m.  session  here  in  the  Department  and  these  recordings  will  be  available 
upon  request,  on  a  tape  returnable  basis.    At  this  time  we  do  not  anticipate 
having  to  make  a  charge  for  this  service. 

Recordings  of  5^  minute  statements  made  that  afternoon  by  farm 
organization  leaders  and  agricultural  leaders  in  Congress  will  be  available.  In 
addition  to  some  pre-prepared  3-minute  taped  statements  by  scientists  you'll  be 
seeing  at  Beltsville,  there'll  be  opportunities  for  doing  your  own  taped 
interviews  with  these  gentlemen  after  the  chicken  barbecue  and  tour  of  experi- 
ments at  Beltsville  (the  USDA  Agricultural  Research  Center).    We'll  let  you 
know  how  to  make  your  recording  wishes  known.    Bring  your  own  recorder  if  it's 
convenient.    If  not,  we'll  help  out  with  ours. 

Bus  transportation  (sponsored)  is  arranged  for  all  scheduled  trips  though 
you  may  have  a  chance  to  pay  for  a  cab  ride  back  to  the  Hotel  from  the  tea  at 
the  end  of  Wednesday's  optional  sightseeing  tour.    Transportation  back  to  the 
Hotel  from  Beltsville  will  be  available  at  various  times  after  the  end  of 
Wednesday's  optional  trip  there  (including  the  free  outdoor  chicken  barbecue)  to 
accomodate  those  who  wish  to  return  early  or  remain  late  for  tape  recordings. 

All  committeemen,  including  some  others  drafted  into  jobs,  have  worked 
hard  to  make  the  1957  spring  convention  of  HATRFD  well  worth  your  while.  Some 
of  these  committeemen  have  made  regular  trips  to  Washington  from  out  of  town, 
to  participate  in  meetings. 

We're  looking  forward  to  seeing  you.    Drive  safely.1 
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Fast,  Present,  Future  Milk  Business 

At  Williamsburg,  Va. ,  Tuesday,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Earl 
Butz  spoke  at  the  350th  birthday  celebration  of  the  beginning  of  the  Jamestown 
settlement  where  our  dairy  industry  got  its  start.    He  traced  the  meanderings 
of  the  dairy  cow  into  a  cash  income  business  about  the  middle  of  the  19th 
century,  told  of  the  revolution  that  began  with  the  first  cheese  factory  in 
1851,  the  development  of  condensed  milk,  ice  cream,  the  cream  separator,  the 
expansion  of  the  evaporated  milk  industry,  the  tremendous  increase  in  the  output 
of  nonfat  dry  milk,  transportation  and  other  developments  that  have  made  the 
milk  business  a  symbol  of  progress.    Ass't  Sec'y  Butz  noted  that  for  the  time 
being,  our  dairy  industry  is  worried  over  the  fact  that  it  is  producing  a 
surplus  of  milk — about  k  percent  more  milk  than  our  present  population  is  willing 
to  consume  at  present  market  prices.    That  calls  for  adjustment.    But  looking 
to  the  future,  he  pointed  out  that  just  to  maintain  current  levels  of  per  capita 
consumption,  by  1975  dairy  farmers  will  have  to  produce  20  percent  more  milk 
than  the  record  volume  produced  by  our  farms  last  year.    He  sees  real  hope  in 
the  future  of  our  dairy  industry,  which  has  come  such  a  long  way  since  the 
Jamestown  settlement. 

Call  for  Cut  in  Turkey  Hatch 

This  week,  Secretary  Benson  urged  turkey  breeders,  hatcherymen,  and 
growers  to  sharply  cut  the  hatch  of  turkey  poults  during  the  rest  of  the  season. 
In  that  way,  they  may  avoid  producing  more  turkeys  than  consumers  will  buy  at 
reasonable  prices  to  producers. 

Research  Lets  Its  Belt(sville)  Out  Another  Notch 

Bert  Hutchison  of  the  Ag.  Research  Service,  promises  the  NATRFD 
Beltsville  tour  will  be  quite  an  affair.    He  says  some  of  the  highlights  for 
this  trip  include  a  session  on  new  plant  growth  regulators,  with  special 
emphasis  on  Gibberellic  Acid.    He's  sure  that  you'll  appreciate  that's  anything 
but  gibberish,  when  you  see  the  scientists  show  what  it  can  do.    Other  topics 
on  tap  are:    electric  shock  treatment  to  make  seeds  sprout;  dairy  cattle 
progress  on  parade;  systemic,  or  biter-gets-bit,  insecticides  -  where  they  put 
the  insecticide  in  the  plant  and  the  attacking  insect  gets  the  lethal  dose  of 
poetic  justice  from  biting  the  plant.    Visiting  TRFDs  will  do  some  researching 
of  their  own  at  1  p.m.  -  in  the  field  of  nutrition  -  chicken  barbecue  and  its 
accessories. 

Seventh  State  Rated  Brucellosis  Free 

The  nationwide  program  to  eradicate  the  serious  brucellosis  disease  of 
cattle  started  June  with  Minnesota  marked  up  in  the  winning  column  as  "modified 
certified  brucellosis  free".    Acting  Secretary  True  Morse  notified  Gov.  Orville 
L.  Freeman  of  Minnesota  to  that  effect  early  this  week.    Minnesota  is  the 
second  state  so  designated  this  year,  Delaware  being  the  other.    This  means 
that  blood-tests  have  shown  that  brucellosis  disease  is  present  in  not  more  than 
1  percent  of  the  state's  cattle  and  not  more  than  5  percent  of  the  herds.  Other 
states  which  have  previously  achieved  this  status  are  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
North  Carolina,  Washington,  and  Wisconsin.    In  addition,  31k  counties  in  26 
other  states  and  in  Puerto  Rico  have  been  designated  modified  certified 
brucellosis  free.    In  '^7  losses  due  to  brucellosis  were  estimated  at  $100 
million.    Last  year  they  were  down  to  less  than  $50  million,  with  a  4>25  million 
cut  credited  to  the  past  two  years.    Livestock  sanitary  officials  seem  much 
encouraged  by  the  progress. 
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Expandable  Part  of  Farm  Market 

Last  night,  at  Wisner,  Nebraska,  Secretary  Benson  told  the  Association  of 
Livestock  Feeders  that,  all  in  all,  the  longer  range  outlook  for  cattle  prices 
is  brighter  than  it  has  been  for  several  years.    He  called  animal  agriculture 
the  "most  expandable  part  of  our  farm  market"  and  pointed  out  that  between 
19^8  and  1955;  families  of  middle  income  increased  their  beef  eating  35  percent. 
He  figured  that  to  meet  prospective  demand  in  1975;  cattle  production  may  have 
to  be  50  percent  higher  than  the  '51-' 53  average.    Since  feed  makes  up  over  half 
the  cost  of  fattening  cattle,  one  great  area  for  improvement  is  in  feeding 
efficiency.    He  also  indicated  much  more  research  is  needed  to  develop  more 
tender  and  meat-type  beef  cattle. 

Tell  Your  Wife:      Alice  Skelsey,  Chairman  of  the  Ladies'  Committee  NATRFD  '57 
Spring  Meet,  says  to  bring  your  lady  along  to  the  Official  Suite  in  Headquarters 
Hotel  on  Sunday  afternoon  to  register  for  the  meeting  and  sign  up  for  the 
Wednesday  Beltsville  or  Sightseeing  Tour.    There  will  be  name  badges  for  the 
ladies.    You  can  pick  up  tickets  for  the  Wednesday  luncheon,  too,  if  you're 
going  on  the  Sightseeing  Tour. 

National  4-H'ers  Focus  on  Citizenship 

Before,  during  and  after  the  NATRFD  meeting  -  that  is,  from  June  15 
through  June  21,  the  National  k-E  Club  Conference  of  nearly  200  delegates  will 
be  in  full  swing  here  in  Washington.    Most  of  the  meeting  will  be  held  in  the 
Departmental  Auditorium  on  Constitution  Avenue,  between  12th  and  ihth  Street, 
N.  W.    Joe  Tonkin,  Ext.  radio  and  TV,  tells  us  he  plans  to  have  recording 
facilities  available  there  -  also  news  articles  and  pictures  of  h-E  activities, 
and  help  in  arranging  interviews  and  photographs  of  state  delegates  and  leaders. 
The  theme  of  the  Conference  is  "Citizenship  in  Focus"  and  each  delegate  has  the 
privilege  as  well  as  the  duty  to  "take  the  conference  home"  and  share  it  with 
fellow  members.    That  may  remind  some  of  you  that  some  of  these  young  farm  people 
in  past  years  have  provided  good  program  material  telling  about  their  experiences 
at  the  Conference,  on  local  and  state  farm  programs,  after  they  get  home.  At 
the  moment,  Joe  is  working  out  the  details  of  schedules  for  the  benefit  of 
TRFDs  who  may  want  to  make  h-E  pick-ups  while  here  at  the  NATRFD  meeting.  He 
expects  to  have  that  program  ready  at  the  h-E  Registration  Desk. 

Plans  to  Expand  Commercial  Farm  Exports 

USDA  representatives  will  meet  with  trade  group  representatives  here 
June  27  and  28  to  discuss,  among  other  things,  use  of  foreign  currencies  to 
expand  commercial  exports  of  U.S.  farm  products.    Foreign  trade  fairs  and 
foreign  advertising  campaigns  to  promote  farm  sales  abroad  will  also  get  atten- 
tion.   FAS  specialists  will  outline  the  prospects  for  different  commodities 

and  the  competitive  position  of  the  U.S  SCS  Adm'r  Don  Williams  today 

stated  138  upstream  dams  combined  with  land  treatment  on  the  Upper  Trinity 
Watershed  in  Texas  reduced  damages  during  the  current  floods  by  $1  million.  .  . 
.  .  .USDA  has  just  released  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  2105  which  gives  the  results 
of  a  ^0-year  study  on  selecting,  planting  and  caring  for  hedge  plants  for 

landscaping  and  windbreaks  in  the  Northern  Great  Plains  Norm  Kraeft,  WGN, 

Chicago,  has  been  named  "Honorary  State  Farmer"  by  the  111.  Ass'n  of  FFA,  the 

state  association's  highest  award  John  Fulton  Lewis,  who's  been  handling 

radio  and  TV  in  Washington  for  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation  the  past 
couple  of  years,  has  just  accepted  the  news  directorship  of  WBAL,  Radio  and  TV, 
Baltimore . 
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Two  More  Rural  Development  Workshops 

June  17  to  19  Louisiana  and  Texas    will  join  in  a  Rural  Development  Program 
Work  Conference  at  Shreveport,  Louisiana.    Meetings  on  the  17th  and  18th  will  be 
in  Shreveport 's  Washington  Youree  Hotel.    Wed.,  June  19  there  will  be  a  public 
session  in  the  Auditorium  of  the  Exhibits  Bldg.,  at  the  Louisiana  Fair  Grounds. 

June  20  to  21  Arkansas,  Oklahoma  and  New  Mexico  will  hold  a  similar  Rural 
Development  Conference  in  the  Goldman  Hotel,  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas. 

Milky  Way  Stars  on  Nets  this  Week 

June  8  on  ABC  "American  Farmer"  network  the  opening  of  the  Boston  Common 
June  Dairy  Festival,  which  runs  from  June  8  to  17;  will  be  the  feature. 

June  10  and  11  Shari  Lewis,  of  Daykin,  Neb.,  '57  American  Dairy  Princess, 
will  grace  the  Festival  on  Boston  Common,  where  Holsteins,  Ayreshires,  Jerseys, 
Guernseys,  and  Brown  Swiss  cows  are  now  pastured.  The  first  cow  began  grazing  on 
the  Common  in  I63O  and  the  common  was  regularly  used  for  pasture  until  I83O.  The 
Boston  Common  June  Dairy  Festival  is  showing  Boston  city  dwellers  to  what  lengths 
the  industry  now  goes  to  bring  a  safe,  high-quality  product  to  the  family's  door- 
step. 

June  8    on  NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  net  celebrates  the  beginning 
of  the  dairy  business  350  years  ago  with  an  on-the-spot  pick-up  at  Jamestown- 
Williamsburg  hy    Agent  Seaman  and  Producer  Bliss,  under  conditions  that  would  have 
challenged  the  early  settlers,  if  they'd  tried  to  tape  that  first  shipment  of  dairy 
cows . 

Meat  Coming  to  Nets  Next  Week 

June  12  or  13  -  New  USDA  TV  Consumer  Information  Package,  1§  min.,  tells, 
with  four  2pD  (no*  quite  3-D)  pictures,  the  story  of  "The  Woolens  Clothes -Moths 
Don't  Dig". 

June  13  -  USDA  TV  package  for  mailing  Thur  shows,  in  11  pieces  of  art  work, 
"Food  Transportation  Costs  between  Farm  and  Market" . 

June  15  -"Highlights  of  the  National  ^-H  Conference"  gleam  on  "National 
Farm  and  Home  Hour"  and  Arctic  Explorer  Dr.  Vilhjalmur  Stefansson  relates  his 
experiences  with  a  heavy  meat  diet,  on  NBC  Sat.  Noon. 

"Meat  and  the  Diet"-  discussed  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  "Agri.  USA"  by 

Dr.  Phillip  White  of  the  American  Medical  Association  Council  on  Food  and  Nutrition, 

with  Norman  Kraeft  of  WGN. 

June  15    On  ABC  "American  Farmer"  features  "Eastern  Fat  Ram  Show  and  Sale" 
at  Staunton,  Va.,  also  "USDA  Garden  Tips"  with  Cy  Briggs. 


P.S.    "Safety  Makes  Sense"  is  the  theme  of  National  Farm  Safety  Week,  proclaimed 
by  President  Eisenhower  July  21-27,  1957-    It  does  at  that.    As  Ext.  Adm't 
Ferguson  says,  the  key  to  farm  accident  prevention  is  understanding  of  the 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


problem. 


RFO  LETTER 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


June  Ik,  1957 
Letter  Wo. 773 


By  the  time  you  get  this  letter  the  tig  meetings  here  will  he  in  full 
swing.    NATRFD  Prexy  Jack  Timmons  is  already  with  us,  seeing  to  it  that  every- 
thing is  ready  for  the  registration  rush  Sunday  afternoon  June  lo  and  the 
program  arranged  for  the  17th,  l8th,  and  19th.    In  the  meantime,  tomorrow  June 
15th,  ^-H  Club  delegates  from  nearly  all  the  States  and  Hawaii  and  Puerto  Rico 
start  their  27th  National  Conference,  which  overlaps  the  radio  and  television 
gathering  and  winds  up  June  21st.    Some  of  the  TiTFDs  have  arranged  to  make  tape 
pick-ups  from  both  conferences  while  they're  here. 

Five  HATRFD  Meeting  Tapes 

Jack  Towers  of  R&TV  Service,  plans  to  have  tapes  available  to  those  of 
you  who  can't  get  here  but  may  want  recordings  of  some  of  the  main  events.  He 
has  arranged  to  record  five  research  statements  from  the  Beltsville  tour  next 
Wednesday,  June  19.    These  will  make  up  one  15  minute  tape  covering  gibberellic 
acid,  systemic  insecticides,  dairy  herd  experiments,  hybrid  hogs,  and  ag. 
engineering.    On  a  30  minute  tape  he  will  record  excerpts  from  statements  during 
the  meeting  by  Sec'y  Ezra  Taft  Benson,  Ass't  Sec'y  Earl  Butz,  Ass't  Sec'y 
Peterson,  Ass't  Sec'y  McLain,  CSS  Adm'r  Walter  Berger,  and  Dir.  of  Credit 
Services  Ken  Scott.    Another  30  minute  tape  will  cover  Sec'y  Benson's  answers 
to  questions  raised  by  RFDs  in  their  interview  with  him.    A  third  30  minute 
tape  will  include  statements  from  farm  organization  leaders.    The  fifth 
planned- for  tape  will  run  approximately  5  minutes  and  is  to  be  a  statement:  by 
President  Eisenhower.    If  you  want  any  of  these,  please  send  proper  length 
blank  tape  and  make  it  clear  just  which  tape,  or  tapes,  you  want. 

More  Use  of  Farm  Products 

For  release  tomorrow  afternoon,  June  15,  the  Commission  on  Increased 
Industrial  Use  of  Agricultural  Products  has  issued  a  summary  of  its  report  to 
Congress.    The  report  outlines  188  broad  fields  of  research  and  development 
that  seem  promising,  and  calls  for  an  approach  to  the  use  of  farm  products  as 
dynamic  and  imaginative  as  that  which  characterizes  the  best  work  of  industry. 
The  Commission  points  out  that  many  of  the  so-called  'miracle'  products  of 
modern  research  have  provided  the  foundation  for  vast  new  industries  and  for 
new  consumer  demands.    It  says  that  with  few  exceptions  materials  from  the  farm 
have  not  had  the  intensive  and  systematic  laboratory  attention  that  has  been 
given  to  those  from  other  sources.    It  cites  the  commercial  methods  of  producing 
penicillin,  frozen  concentrated  fruit  juice,  nylon  from  corn  cobs,  and  various 
products  from  soybeans  as  examples  of  outstanding  results  when  adequate 
attention  has  been  given  to  use  research  in  agriculture. 


-  2  - 


U.S.  Crop  Prospects  Reported  Favorable 

This  is  proving  an  outstanding  forage  year.    Good  to  excellent  pasture 
conditions  are  widely  reflected  in  high  June  1  condition  averages  compared  with 
a  year  ago.    So  the  Crop  Reporting  Board,  AMS,  indicated  early  this  week. 
Farmers  in  most  States  leading  in  production  of  corn  and  soybeans  had  run  "behind 
in  their  early  planting.    But  winter  wheat  continued  to  improve  in  the  most 
important  Central  and  Southern  Plains  States,  and  spring  wheat  has  made  a  fine 
start.    Most  seedings  have  emerged  to  good  stands  and  grown  well.    The  Board 
sizes  up  the  situation  as  generally  favorable  for  a  "big  total  output.    It  looks 
like  a  bigger  crop  of  apples  than  last  year  in  the  Eastern  States,  and 
substantially  more  than  the  short  crop  of  last  year  in  the  Western  States  -  a 
little  smaller  crop  in  the  Central  States.    Present  prospects  are  for  the 
largest  peach  crop  in  ten  years.    June  1  milk  production  rates  were  at  record 
high  levels  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Secretary   Outlines  Dairy  Program  Basis 

Speaking  before  the  National  Creameries  Association  annual  meeting  Tuesday, 
in  St.  Paul,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  pointed  out  that  the  dairy  industry, 
long  considered  one  of  the  most  stable  in  agriculture,  is  midway  in  a  series  of 
profound  changes.    He  said  the  technological  revolution  has  struck  the  dairy 
business  at  all  levels  -  production,  processing,  distribution,  and  utilization. 
These  changes  provide  the  new  dimension  in  farm  policy.    Failure  to  recognize 
them  can  be  the  blind  spot  in  agricultural  programs.    He  suggested  that  a  sound 
program  for  the  dairy  industry  include  such  elements  as:    Research  and  education, 
aimed  at  self  help  in  solving  problems;  Sound  farmer  co-ops,  to  give  farmers 
needed  bargaining  power;  Federal  Milk  Orders,  designed  to  promote  stability  and 
orderliness  in  the  marketing  of  whole  milk;  Price  supports,  at  levels  which 
provide  needed  stability  without  piling  up  surpluses;  Promotion  and  Merchandising 
of  quality  products  to  win  markets  for  nature's  most  nearly  perfect  food;  and 
Rural  Development  Program  to  help  dairy  men  and  other  farmers  and  rural  people 
in  low  income  areas  make  the  adjustments  called  for  by  the  technological 
revolution. 

Revised  Grain  Standards  Tomorrow 

The  first  revision  in  official  grain  standards  for  wheat  in  20  years  goes 
into  effect  tomorrow,  June  15.    At  noon  today  CSS  Adm'r  and  Exec.  v.p.  of  CCC 
Walter  Berger,  speaking  at  the  annual  Kansas  Wheat  Field  day,  at  Manhattan, 
said  the  standards  have  been  adjusted  and  modernized,  with  some  requirement 
tightened.    They  are  expected  to  result  in  an  improvement  in  the  quality  of 
grain  which  moves  into  domestic  and  foreign  commerce.    He  also  noted  that 
reports  indicate  that  only  a  very  few  million  bushels  of  the  relatively  undesir- 
able varieties  of  wheat  will  be  harvested  this  year.    He  reported  some  tight  , 
spots  in  storage  in  the  heart  of  the  Corn  Belt,  but  said  we  now  seem  to  be  over 
the  peak  in  total  storage  requirements,  and  are  already  winding  up  the  use  of 
reserve  fleet  ships  on  the  West  Coast,  and  are  prepared  to  do  the  same  on  the 
East  Coast.  .  .  .Adm'r  Berger  declared,  however,  that  certain  facts  of  the 
over-all  wheat  situation  stand  out  sharply.    We  have  not  been  able  to  adjust 
production  effectively.    Surpluses  still  plague  us.    Program  costs  are  running 
at  alarmingly  high  levels.    He  warned  that  we  are  entering  a  period  of  vital 
farm  program  decisions.    He  declared  it  is  a  time  to  be  very  realistic  in 
studying  results  of  past  activities,  looking  to  the  future,  and  laying  the 

basis  for  the  soundest  possible  agricultural  progress  Beginning  June 

25  and  maybe  extending  through  June  27,  USDA  is  holding  a  public  hearing  in 
the  Brown  Palace  Hotel,  Denver,  to  get  views  and  recommendations  for  a  '58 
Sugar  Beet  Acreage  Program  operated  by  growers  and  processors,  to  make 
unnecessary  a  government  proportionate  share  plan. 
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Bulk  Tanks  Changing  Milk  Markets 

Farmers  have  shifted  fast  to  milk  tanks.    Marketing  specialists  of  AMS 
this  -week  reported  a  survey  of  65  of  the  67  Federal  order  milk  markets  which 
shows  some  of  the  changes  under  way  as  a  result  of  more  and  more  inilk  moving 
from  bulk  farm  tanks  to  milk  plants  throughout  the  U.S.    They  say  the  boundries 
of  individual  markets  may  expand  and  overlap  each  other,  because  the  bulk 
handling  system  enables  mill:  to  be  moved  farther,  faster,  at  low  transportation 
rates,  and  get  there  with  better  quality.    They  think  the  flexibility  of  a 
milk  supply  which  may  be  diverted  from  the  farm  to  the  sales  area  where  it  is 
needed  on  a  particular  day  may  tend "to  develop  a  more  uniform  price  among 
markets.    They  foresee  alterations  in  basic  pricing  points,  in  location  price 
differentials,  and  in  accountability  for  milk  as  a  result  of  the  switches  now 
going  forward. 

Future  Impact  of  Agricultural  Changes 

In  the  next  ten  years,  farming  will  require  ever-increasing  amounts  of 
capital,  machines  will  continue  to  increase  the  productivity  of  the  individual 
farmer,  our  countryside  will  become  'urbanized',  production  will  tend  to  outstrip 
demand  for  farm  goods.    These  were  the  likely  results  of  scientific  changes 
now  going  forward,  as  outlined  at  the  jhth  Annual  Convention  of  the  National 
Confectioner's  Association  in  Chicago  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  on 
Tuesday.    He  also  indicated  farm  programs  will  need  to  keep  up  with  the  rapid 
changes.    He  said  that  15  years  ago,  the  average  U.S.  farm  had  about  $3>500 
invested  in  land  and  equipment  for  each  farm  worker.    Now  that  figure  is  over 
$15,000  per  worker.    In  the  last  20  years  farm  output  per  man  hour  has  more  than 
doubled.    The  farm  population  now  gets  a  third  of  its  net  income  from  part-time 
employment  and  non-farm  receipts  of  various  kinds.    Our  modern  science  and 
technology  has  made  it  possible  for  the  city  to  move  to  the  country  and  the 
country  to  move  to  the  city.    Farmers,  businessmen  and  laborers  are  beginning 
increasingly  to  understand  each  other's  thinking. 

Rural  Development  Next  Week 

The  Rural  Development  Workshop  for  Louisiana  and  Texas,  which  meets  in 
Shreveport,  La.,  June  17  to  19  will  emphasize  opening  wider  the  doors  of 
opportunity  and  creating  job  opportunities  in  undeveloped  areas.    The  RDP 
Workshop  for  Arkansas,  Oklahoma,  and  New  Mexico,  which  meets  at  Fort  Smith, 
Ark. ,  June  20  and  21  plans  to  consider  ways  County  Rural  Development  Committees 
can  help  local  people  carry  out  more  effective  programs  for  farm  and  home 
development  to  improve  family  living;  for  vocational  training  and  job  placement 
of  young  people  and  adults;  for  more  industrial  development;  better  health; 
credit  for  farm  and  home;  and  public  education  for  families.    As  Rural  Resource 
Leaflet  No.  1  points  out,  an  organized  program  to  increase  recreation 
opportunities  for  rural  youth  is  under  way  in  Santa  Fe  County,  New  Mexico. 
Poultry,  hog,  and  truck  crop  production  is  being  promoted  on  farms  in  Chester- 
field County,  S.C.    Most  development  counties  starts  out  with  a  survey  similar 
to  that  on  manpower  and  other  resources  in  Lewis  County,  W.  Va.    Price  County, 
Wis.,  has  established  three  woodlot  demonstration  areas  to  show  its  rural 
people  the  increased  income  to  be  earned  from  proper  use  of  forest  resources. 

 The  Food  and  Materials  Requirements  Division,  CSS,  has  issued 

Agriculture  Information  Bulletin  No.  169  giving  "Defense  Guides  for  Commercial 
Food  Facilities."    It  applies  widely  but  was  developed  primarily  for  use  in 
the  field  of  food  processing  and  wholesale  distribution. 
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Nets  Bringing  in  RFDs  and  k-Es  June  17-22 

On  the  Clear  Channel  stations,  Hollis  Seavey  and  visiting  RFDs  will  tell 
How  the  KFD  Does  His  Job. 

On  "American  Farmer"  program,  over  ABC  Sat.  June  22,  two  visiting  k-K 
Club  members  and  Otto  Croy  of  FES  will  Report  from  the  National  h-K  Conference 
meeting  here.    Bert  Hutchison,  ARS,  will  report  on  Agricultural  Research.    A  I 
Salute  to  another  outstanding  County  Agent  will  complete  the  job.  ~ 


On  "The  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour /'over  NBC,  Sat.  June  22,  you  may 
hear  How  Virginia  Farmers  Are  Developing  Their  Water  Supplies. 

From  the  USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  June  20  you  hear  and  see  in  eleven 
pictures  about  the  spread  in  the  use  of  Milk  Vending  Machines.    This  is  an 
especially  good  reminder  during  this  June  Dairy  Month. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Clyde  Keathley,  WRFD,  Worthington,  Ohio,  has  received  the  honorary  degree 
of  State  Farmer  from  the  Ohio  FFA.    He  won  this  award  in  recognition  of  his 
leadership  in  helping  develop  the  Ohio  FFA  Extemporaneous  Public  Speaking 
Contest  and  for  his  help  in  judging  contests  and  in  publicizing  the  achievements 

of  Future  Farmers  Richard  D.  Wilson,  former  newspaper  farm  writer, 

has  joined  WKY-AM-TV,  Oklahoma  City,  as  associate  farm  director.  .  .  .Charley 
Stookey,  one-time  producer  of  the  Columbia  Country  Journal  on  CBS  and  Farm 
Dir.  of  KMOX  and  KSTL  (both  St.  Louis)  and  KWBU,  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.,  likes 
the  southern  magnolias  and  the  gulf  breezes.    He  writes  now  he's  joining 
Francis  Cooper's  staff  at  the  Univ.  of  Florida,  on  July  1.  Congratulations, 
Charley,  and  good  luck.  .  .  .This  morning  Herb  Plambeck,  WHO,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  NATRFD  historian  and  past  president,  is  here  recording  stories  from 

Department  specialists  before  the  meeting  starts  Frank  Atwood's 

program  on  WIIC,  Hartford,  Conn. ,  now  carries  weather  information  on  the 
drying  ability  of  the  atmosphere,  in  terms  of  "free-water"  evaporation.  This 
information  helps  farmers  and  others  in  irrigating  crops  and  watering  lawns. 
"Milt  and  Jerry"  Bliss  and  Seaman  of  the  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  are 
back  in  town  doing  a  U-H  feature  and  attending  the  NATRFD  meet. 

Guests  and  Fellows  at  h-E  Meeting 

Six  young  people,  former  h-K  Club  members  who  are  now  extension  agents, 
have  been  awarded  fellowships  for  graduate  study  in  Washington,  D.  C,  during 
the  '57-' 58  college  year.    See  Press  Release  for  Monday  a.m.  June  17  for  their 
names  and  biographical  data.    Twelve  IFYEs,  who  have  come  to  the  U.S.  to  live 
and  work  with  farm  families  in  this  country  this  summer  will  be  guests  at  the 
t|~H  Club  Conference,  which  meets  a  couple  of  blocks  3own  the  street  from 
NATRFD  headquarters.    These  young  exchangees  are  from  Brazil,  Burma,  El 
Salvador,  Iran,  England,  Finland,  India,  Germany,  Nepal,  Pakistan,  and 
Switzerland. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 
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1957 


Radio  Farm  Directors 

Fro&i^ 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


June  21,  1957 
Letter  No.  77^ 


Preliminary  returns  from  yesterday's  wheat  referendum  indicate  that 
farmers  in  the  36-state  commercial  wheat -producing  area  have,  for  the  seventh 
time,  voted  favorably  on  marketing  Quotas.    Incomplete  returns  show  that  about 
83  percent  of  the  175,000  farmer,  -voters  favored  the  quotas.    The  final  tabula- 
tion will  be  late  due  to  adverse  weather  conditions  in  some  areas,  but  it  is 
not  expected  to  change  the  result. 

Cotton  Gets  a  PA  Degree 

Cotton  is  proving  itself  to  be  as  much  of  a  "miracle"  fiber  as  any  of 
those  from  the  test  tubes.    Recent  developments  from  the  USDA's  Southern 
Utilization  Research  and  Development  Laboratory  at  New  Orleans  has  resulted 
in  a  chemical  treatment  that  adda  valuable  man-made  qualities  to  inherently 
good  natural  qualities  of  cotton.    The  new  treatment  produces  "fully  acetylated" 
(FA)  cotton.    Although  it's  still  in  the  laboratory  stage,  this  modified 
cotton  is  considered  better  for  some  purposes  than  partially  acetylated  (PA) 
cotton  that  was  developed  by  the  laboratory  several  years  ago.    Because  of 
its  heat  and  rot  resistance,  earlier  PA  cotton  is  now  produced  commercially 
for  ironing  board  covers  and  similar  uses.    New  FA  cotton  is  not  yet  ready 
for  commercial  manufacture,  but  in  laboratory  experiments  it  has  shown 
greatly  improved  heat  and  rot  resistance  and  ability  to  retain  most  of  the 
natural  abrasion  resistance  and  other  good  qualities  of  ordinary  cotton. 


*  *  *  #  -X  *  *  *    *  -X  *  *  -X  #  #  #        #  #  *  #  *  *  *  *  -*  4f  *  *  *  #  •*  *  #  *  *  #  ¥r  * 
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*  WHAT  WOULD  MAKE  IT  BETTER?  * 

*  * 

*  While  the  memories  are  still  fresh  in  mind,  jot  down  * 

*  your  suggestions  for  improving  these  Washington  sessions  ■* 

*  * 

*  and  send  them  to  me.    We'll  mull  over  them  carefully,  file  * 

* 

*  them  away  to  have  on  hand  next  time  the  group  visits  our  * 

*  * 

*  town.    Better  do  this  right  away!    Thanks.  * 

*  * 


********  ******* 
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Record  Number  Attend  KATKFD  Spring  Meeting 

Washington  was  bright  and  warm  and  full  of  important  visitors  this 
week  during  the  Spring  Meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  Television  and 
Radio  Farm  Directors,  "but  the  150  members  who  registered,  along  with  another 
hundred  assorted  family  members,  seemed  not  to  mind  the  heat  wave.    Folks  came 
from  New  England  to  California,  from  Ontario  to  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley. 

Much  of  the  program  material  is  on  tape  (as  announced  in  last  week's 
letter),  and  if  you  didn't  get  a  chance  to  attend  the  meeting,  yet  want  to 
hear  what  went  on,  drop  a  line  right  away*    The  tapes  are  free  for  the  asking 
-~  except  that  we  want  them  back.    If  you  do  any  editing,  please  dub  the 
recording  onto  your  own  tape  first. 

Rarely  are  so  many  members  of  "Official  Washington"  assembled  for  any 
one  meeting,  but  this  was  the  case  for  the  TRFDs.    Monday  morning  saw  top 
USDA  officials  make  presentations  to  the  members  followed  by  question  and 
answer  periods.    Included  were  Assistant  Secretaries  Peterson  and  Butz, 
Commodity  Stabilization  Administrator  Berger,  Agricultural  Credit  Director 
Scott,  and  Secretary  Benson.    After  lunch,  several  of  the  big  farm  organiza- 
tions gave  some  suggestions  for  solving  the  farm  income  problem.  Representing 
these  groups  were  Herschel  Newsom  of  the  National  Grange,  Robert  Lewis  of  the 
National  Farmers  Union,  John  Riggle  of  the  National  Council  of  Farmer  Coopera- 
tives, and  E.  N.  (Mike)  Norton  of  the  National  Milk  Producers  Federation. 

Four  TRFDs  spent  a  good  part  of  the  afternoon  on  an  informal  "Meet  The 
Press"  panel  firing  questions  at  Senators  Ellender  and  Aiken,  chairman  and 
ranking  minority  member,  respectively,  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Agriculture 
and  Forestry.    TRFD  reporters  were:  Clyde  Keathley  of  WRFD,  Worthington,  Ohio; 
Herb  Plambeck  of  WHO,  Ees  Moines;  Johnny  Watkins  of  KWTX,  Waco;  and  "Doc" 
Webster  of  WJTN,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

Tuesday  morning  at  breakfast  the  members  heard  Congressman  Charles  H. 
Brown,  chairman  of  the  Subcommittee  of  the  House  Small  Business  Committee 
which  is  looking  into  the  development  of  the  broiler  industry.    President  Jack 
Timmons  and  other  committee  chairman  held  committee  meetings  after  breakfast. 

What  to  many  was  the  highlight  of  the  year  came  later  in  the  morning 
when  the  convention  trooped  en  masse  to  the  White  House  where  NATRFD  President 
Timmons  presented  an  honorary  membership  in  his  organization  to  President 
Eisenhower.    In  accepting  the  membership  plaque,  Mr.  Eisenhower  recognized 
the  vital  importance  of  getting  accurate  information  to  farm  people.    A  copy 
of  his  remarks  are  enclosed  with  this  letter. 

Claude  Mahoney,  CBS's  Washington  farmer,  arranged  for  an  interesting 
afternoon  program  at  Mt.  Vernon.    The  actual  tour  was  preceded  by  a  luncheon 
address  by  Charles  Wall,  superintendent  of  Mt.  Vernon,  on  "George  Washington 
the  Farmer".    His  remarks,  coupled  with  those  of  Claude  on  the  kitchen  garden 
at  the  farm,  gave  the  folks  some  helpful  insight  into  management  of  this  famous 
farm  and  to  its  owner.    For  example,  Washington  claimed  to  have  lost  $50,000 
on  his  various  farm  holdings  during  the  last  four  years  of  his  life,  due 
primarily  to  the  inefficiency  of  his  laborers  and  the  costs  involved  in 
caring  for  them  (and,  perhaps,  George's  tossing  silver  dollars  across  the 
Rappahanock). 
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"Status  of  the  American  Economy"  was  the  topic  treated  "by  Agricultural 
Marketing  Service  Administrator  0.  V.  Wells  at  Wednesday  breakfast.    He  feels 
that  although  there  have  been  a  couple"  of  weak  spots  in  the  economy  recently 
(housing  and  automobiles),  that  the  renewed  strength  in  other  consumer  goods 
has  more  than  offset  the  weakness.    This  consumer  confidence,  Wells  said,  indi- 
cates continued  prosperity  in  the  general  economy. 

There  were  two  choices  for  tours  on  Wednesday.    One  was  sightseeing 
around  the  area  ending  up  with  a  tea  at  the  Indonesian  Embassy.    The  other  was 
a  visit  to  the  Agricultural  Research  Center  at  Beltsville  where  Bert  Hutchison 
and  a  few  dozen  others  in  the  Agricultural  Research  Service  had  arranged  for 
several  presentations  on  what's  new  in  research.    Then  an  elaborate  chicken 
barbecue  lunch,  courtesy  of  the  folks  in  nearby  Delmarva  penninsula,  met  the 
needs  of  the  inner  man.    Dr.  T.  C.  Byerly  of  ARS  spoke  briefly. 

Unlike  previous  years,  there  was  no  panorama  shot  of  the  President  and 
the  group  this  time.    Our  USDA  photographer  made  some,  of  course,  hut  the  posi- 
tion of  the  President  on  the  White  House  terrace  precluded  a  group  picture 
with  everyone  in  it.    The  White  House  staff  is  due  to  let  us  know  next  week 
what  photos  are  available.    We'll  keep  you  informed. 

Meanwhile,  Back  at  the  Ranch 

This  has  been  a  busy  week,  too,  for  Joe  Tonkin  and  the  other  Extension 
folks  who  have  been  hosting  the  27th  annual  National  k-K  Club  Conference. 
These  young  folks--four  from  each  state--have  been  kept  busy  seeing  the  sights 
of  the  nation's  Capital,  visiting  with  Congressional  leaders  as  well  as 
Department  of  Agriculture  officials,  and  just  sitting  down  and  comparing  notes 
with  fellow  U-H'ers. 

One  of  the  highlights  again  this  year  was  the  special  ceremony  honoring 
the  3^  members  attending  the  Conference  who  this  year  will  reach  voting  age. 
Assistant  Secretary  Peterson  spoke  on  "The  Meaning  of  Citizenship"  to  these 
young  people  at  this  session  on  the  steps  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial.    He  stressed 
the  responsibilities,  opportunities,  and  privileges  of  voting  citizens  in  this 
country. 

Also  honored  were  ten  "Friends  of  k-11" ;  citation  made  for  outstanding 
contributions  to  the  growth  and  development  of  the  ^— H  Club  movement. 
Recipients  were:    E.  R.  Eastman,  editor  of  the  American  Agriculturist;  Mrs. 
Enid  Haupt,  editor  and  publisher  of  Seventeen  magazine;  Norman  C.  Mindrum, 
executive  director  of  the  National  U-H  Club  Foundation;  Miss  Mary  Cmen,  head 
of  the  Consumer  Services  department  of  the  J.  C.  Penney  Co.;  J.  Homer  Remsburg, 
farmer  and  dairy  industry  leader;  Charles  B.  Shuman,  president  of  the  American 
Farm  Bureau  Federation;  Dr.  George  Taylor,  director  of  agricultural  development 
for  the  United  States  Rubber  Co. ;  Howard  F.  Todd,  formerly  manager  of  the  farm 
department  of  the  American  Oil  Company;  Mrs.  Zella  Hale  Weyant,  director  of 
the  research  and  education  program  for  the  Kerr  Glass  Manufacturing  Co.;  and 
Louis  H.  Wilson,  director  of  information  and  secretary  of  the  National  Plant 
Food  Institute. 

Return  of  the  Native 

Wallace  Kadderly  writes  from  Costa  Rica  that  he  and  Ada  are  leaving 
July  1  driving  back  to  his  native  Oregon  where  he  plans  to  sit  under  a  tree 
for  a  while  and  contemplate  the  outline  of  Mount  Hood.    Welcome  home,  Wallace. 
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A  Texas  girl  yesterday  was  named  "Miss  Young  America  in  ^-H".  She's 
attractive  18  year- old  Sharon  Thompson  of  Cotton  Center  and  has  been  in  h-ll 
work  for  ten  years.    Other  eyes  of    Texas  were  on  Sharon,  too.    She  has  been 
active  in  most  projects  in  here  community,  including  being  selected  Sweetheart 
of  the  county  and  district  FFA  chapters. 

Through  the  Air  June  2*1-29 

Lessons  from  the  Texas  Floods    will  be  discussed,  on  this  week's  Agriculture 
U.S.A.  over  the  Clear  Channel  stations.    Host  Hollis  Seavey  will  be  visiting  with 
Gladwyn  Young,  Deputy  Administrator  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service. 

The  30th  Anniversary  of  the  American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engineers  will 
be  featured  on  the  American  Farmer  of  the  ABC  radio  network  next  Saturday,  also 
a  report  on  the  world  wheat  market  by  several  of  our  agricultural  attaches, 
speaking  from  their  posts  abroad. 

America's  Stake  in  Conservation  is  the  l6-still  picture  television  package 
being  released  next  Thursday  by  USDA.    It  was  prepared  in  cooperation  with  the 
Agricultural  Conservation  Program  Service. 

Don't  Bring; 'Em  Back  Alive  I 

You  may  remember  a  television  package  by  that  name  which  we  issued  as  a 
bonus  earlier  this  spring.    The  idea  is  still  a  pertinent  one,  and  the  USDA's 
crop  regulatory  officials  are  working  hard  with  the  project.    The  message  is 
aimed  at  American  tourists  traveling  abroad  this  summer- -or  any  time,  for  that 
matter.    These  folks  are  urged  to  resist  those  spur-of-the-moment  urges  to  bring 
back  exotic  foods,  plants,  flowers,  and  seeds  to  this  country.    Enticing  though 
they  may  taste,  smell,  or  look,  they  can  harbor  insects  or  diseases  harmful 
to  American  agriculture.    For  example,  pests  hidden  inside  one  orange  could  start 
an  outbreak  more  costly  and  destructible  than  a  vast  forest  fire.  Travelers 
planning  to  bring  back  such  items  for  special  purposes  should  request  a  permit 
from  the  Agricultural  Research  Service  before  leaving  the  states. 

Thirty  Years  Before  the  Antenna 

Charles  A.  Herndon,  who's  been  on  our  Radio  and  Television  staff  longer 
than  any  of  the  rest  of  us  can  remember,  was  honored  yesterday  with  a  certificate 
and  pin  from  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  commemorating  thirty  years  of  service 
to  the  Department.    The  "Colonel"  (he's  originally  from  Kentucky),  who  contributes 
regularly  to  this  letter,  is  out  for  the  ireekend,  so  he  won't  be  able  to  blue 
pencil  our  little  note  of  congratulations  and  thanks! 


Sincerely, 


7c  c^-c-/  ... 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television  Servic, 


ami* 
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Radio  and  Television  Service 


From 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


June  28,  1957 
Letter  No.  775 


Secretary  Benson  has  commended  farmers  on  their  fall  pig  crop  plane,  as 
reported  in  the  June  Pig  Crop  Report  last  Friday,  and  hao  urged  them  to  stick 
closely  to  those  plane. 

Ag  you  recall,  the  survey  of  farmers'  intentions  shoved  they  plan  a  fall 
pig  crop  only  1  percent  larger  than  last  fall.    This  year's  spring  pig  crop, 
Which  will  go  to  market  over  the  next  7  or  8  months,  was  about  the  same  size  as 
the  '56  spring  crop.    The  Secretary  also  expressed  hope  that  farmers  will 
continue  to  avoid  excessive  increases  at  the  time  of  breeding  for  the  '58 
spring  crop.    He  pointed  out  that  over- expansion  leads  to  inefficient  use  of 
resources  and  low  prices  and  incomes,  as  the  experience  in  '55  and  several 
other  years  demonstrates.    On  the  other  hand,  with  production  on  an  even  keel, 
price  prospects  for  hogs  seem  favorable  from  now  through  the  summer  of  '58. 
The  Secretary  also  noted  that  the  trend  toward  production  on  meat-type  hogs  is 
continuing.    He  takes  this  to  indicate  that  farmers  are  becoming  more  and  more 
aware  of  the  need  for  producing  quality  pork. 

Double  TV  Package  Service 

Beginning  July  kth,  we  are  doubling  our  USDA  TV  Package  Service  to  give 
our  TV  cooperators  and  their  viewing  audiences  twice  as  complete  and  varied 
coverage  as  heretofore.    This  is  in  response  to  your  requests,  and  will  be  on 
a  trial  basis.    The  two  packages  Independence  Week  will  illustrate  "The  Spotted 
Alfalfa  Aphid"  story  and  the  "New  Brucellosis  Control  Program."    The  following 
week  we  feature  that  menace  "The  Soybean  Cyst  Nematode"  and  show  results  of  re- 
search on  "Preservatives  for  Grass  Silage."    The  week  of  July  18,  the  topics 
will  be  "Hot  Weather  Comfort  for  Animals"  and  "Farm  Ponds".    But  many  of  you 
already  have  the  list  of  topics  for  the  next  13  weeks,  and  with  it  our  new 
check- li3t  order  sheet.    We  hope  to  bring  you  more  information  in  more  usable 
form;  but  we  must  limit  our  expenditures;  so  you  will  need  to  order  all  the 
packages  you  want  to  get.    To  give  us  some  guide  to  how  near  we  are  to  adapt- 
ing our  material  to  your  viewing  audience,  from  time  to  time  we  will  continue 
to  enclose  a  postcard  for  your  prompt  use  in  letting  us  know  how  you  plan  to 
use  the  TV  package. 

Spotted  Alfalfa  Aphid  Outlook  Encouraging;    ARS  researchers  report  the  ground- 
work for  effective  control  of  this  pest  has  been  laid.    Research  is  continuing 
with  control  methods.    The  search  for  natural  enemies  --at  home  and  abroad 
goes  on.    A  number  of  new  insecticides  are  being  tested.    State  and  Federal 
plant  breeders  have  met  greenhouse  success  in  developing  aphid  resistant  species 
of  alfalfa.    If  these  show  high  resistance  under  field  conditions  this  season, 
certified  seed  production  of  aphid  resistant  alfalfas  can  begin. 
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Summer  Showers  in  Trucking  Hogs 

More  hogs  will  go  to  market  this  summer  in  truck  trailers  equipped  with 
shower  baths.    If  the  tests  this  season  confirm  the  preliminary  trials  last  year, 
the  hogs  which  get  this  deluxe  ride  will  arrive  safely  at  market  with  a  third 
less  shrinkage  thaa  hogs  shipped  in  similar  trucks  without  the  new  sprinkler 
system.    So  report  AMS  transportation  specialists  in  the  July  issue  of  "Agricul- 
tural Marketing V   They  plan  to  use  plastic  lawn  soaker  hose  to  provide  a  fine  mist 
spray  for  the  hogs.    By  hooking  the  garden  hose  to  water  faucets  at  truck  stops 
and  turning  on  the  water,  they  can  give  the  animals  gentle  showers  periodically 
during  the  trip. ... .Another  plastic  truck  improvement  reported  in  the  same  issue 
is  a  new  cold  curtain  installed  inside  the  rear-door  opening.    It  helps  keep 
temperatures  down  and  dows  a  "better  job  of  controlling  frozen  product  temperatures 
than  previously  tried  canvas  curtains. 

Light  on  Selecting  Best  layers 

In  the  July  issue  of  "Agricultural  Research"  Department  scientists  reveal 
plans  to  check  on  the  influence  light  has  on  egg  laying.    To  breed  better  laying 
hens,  they  need  to  know  more  accurately  the  effects  of  the  daily  light  and  dark 
periods.    Chickens  differ  in  their  daily  light  needs  and  in  their  response  to 
increase  of  light.    The  researchers  aim  to  separate  these  environmental  influences 
from  the  inherited  laying  ability  of  the  chickens.    They  figure  that  by  running 
3-month  tests  under  controlled  light  conditions  they  may  get  comparable  results 
to  those  in  similar  tests  made  under  natural  conditions.    If  so,  they  can  save 
considerable  time  in  selecting  the  best  producers  to  insure  the  highest  possible 
egg  production. ..  .In  this  July  number  the  researchers  also  tell  hox/  extensive  use 
of  artificial  breeding  studs  is  aiding  dairy  studies;  report  on  important  Japanese 
ornamentals  now  offering  new  variety  for  landscape  gardening  in  cur  South;  see 
promise  in  a  new  shrink-resistant  treatment  for  woolens;  and  reveal  that  the  USDA 
Eastern  Laboratory  is  now  producing  a  flavourful,  well-colored  peach  puree  and 
frozen  peach  nectar  concentrate. 

World  Agriculture  Out  of  Balance 

FAS  Adm'r  Gvynn  Garnett  indicated  Monday  that  handling  the  explosion  of 
world  population  may  present  more  of  a  challenge  than  handling  the  explosion  of 
the  H-bomb.    Speaking  at  the  50th  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of 
Agriculture,  at  East  Lansing,  Mich.,  he  pointed  out  that  since  the  1930's  world 
agricultural  production  has  increased  20  percent,  but  world  population  has  increas- 
ed just  as  fast.    Adm'r  Garnett  declared  the  record  clearly  shows  that  our  best 
markets  are  in  countries  whose  economies,  including  agricultural,  are  well  devel- 
oped.   Our  five  best  customers    last  year  were  the  United  Kingdom,  Japan,  West 
Germany,  Canada,  and  the  Netherlands.    But  he  said  it  is  significant  that  the 
progress  being  made  in  less  developed  areas,  Latin  America,  Africa,  and  Asia, 
seems  to  be  showing  up  in  our  exports.    He  expects  our  agricultural  exports  for  the 
year  ending  next  Sunday  to  total  more  than        billion,  an  all-time  record.    We  are 
proud  of  this  record,  but  less  pleased  that  k-Ofo  of  it  is  due  to  special  export 
programs  of  the  U.S.  Government  -  including  sales  for  foreign  currencies,  barter  * 
and  donations.    He  emphasized  that  American  agriculture's  long-time  objective  must 
be  sustained  high-level  agricultural  exports,  sold  for  dollars  through  the  com- 
mercial market.    This,  he  said,  means  our  agriculture  must  be  competitive  in  the 
world  market  in  meeting  quality,  price,  and  commercial  convenience. 
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Broadcast  with  Music  by  Liberty  Bell 

When  you  celebrate  hth  of  July,  our  USDA  historians  say  remember  it  was 
Farmer  Tom  Jefferson  who  wrote  the  original  script.    While  we  are  again  pro- 
claiming his  "Declaration",  we  can  still  recall  that  his  first  public  service 
was  his  canoe  trip  making  a  survey  to  clear  rocks  from  the  river  so  he  and  his 
neighbors  could  get  their  tobacco  to  market  downstream  at  less  cost,    later  his 
most  famous  farm  engineering  feat  was  his  designing  of  a  moldboard  for  a  plo\7  to 
raise  and  turn  the  soil  with  least  resistance.    By  following  his  simple  formula, 
a  farmer  with  a  shw  and  adze  could  build  a  moldboard  that  would  do  an  efficient 
job.    It  was  the  last  great  fundamental  development  in  the  wooden  plow.  Its 
description  broadcast  in  print  in  the  U.S.,  France,  and  Great  Britain  centered 
attention  on  the  plow  and  need  for  further  improvement,  which  resulted  in  the 
development  of  our  series  of  modern  metal  plows.    The  Paris  Museum  of  Natural 
History  made  a  model  from  Tom's  drawings  which  was  used  as  a  study  aid  in  a 
course  of  agricultural  education. .. .All  of  which  reminds  us,  that  about  300,000 
persons  from  all  over  the  world  will  visit  Adams  County,  Ohio,  in  September,  where 
the  World  Plowing  Contests  will  be  held  in  the  U.S.  for  the  first  time.    For  the 
first  time,  too,  they' 3.1  be  combined  with  a  World's  Conservation  Exposition  and 
national  and  state  plowing  contests,  with  events  -shown  on  large-screen  TV  inter- 
com receivers  at  different  points  on  the  grounds.    Near  Peebles,  Ohio,  Sept.  17, 
18,  19  and  20. 

Jack  Timmons  and  Delmarvalous  Chicken 

Another  festive  occasion  has  already  shown  up  on  our  picture  board.  It 
is  NATRFD  Prexy  Jack  Timmons,  KWKTI,  Shreveport,  all  surrounded  by  a  bevy  of 
beauties  from  the  DelMarVa  Peninsula,  at  the  Beltsville  chicken  barbecue  for 
NATRFDs  here  last  week.    Also  one  of  Bill  Bennett,  WCAU-TV,  Philadelphia,  and 
Miss  DelMarVa  of  Berlin,  Md.    When  you  see  this  one,  you'll  realize  what  you 

really  missed  -  but  not  Bill  Ted  Hyman,  N.  C.  State  College  radio  and  TV, 

George  Roesner,  KPRC-TV,  Houston,  and  Joe  Kelly,  WHDH,  Boston  evidently  did 
all  right  with  the  chicken  with  attractive  assists  from  Miss  Delaware,  Miss 
Maryland,  and  Miss  Virginia. . .Congratulations  to  Charles  Dargan.    He's  been  steppe 
up  to  director  of  public  affairs  for  KYW-TV,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  is  still 

producing  his  Sat.  farm  show  The  lost  is  found.    It  pays  to  advertise. 

Dewey  Rounds,  KVOO,  Tulsa,  was  the  owner  of  the  lost  tape.    Uncle  Sam  spirited 
him  off  to  Army  Reserve  Camp  about  the  time    he  sent  it  ,  and  that  explains  all. 

What  to  Catch  Next  Week  on  Nets 

Next  weekend  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  Dr.  C.  II.  Hoffman  of  ARS 
will  outline  to  Hollis  Seavey  the  Progress  with  Systemic  Insecticides.    This  is 
something  well  worth  keeping  tuned  in. 

Saving  our  Seeds  on  the  "American  Farmer"  program  of  the  American  Broad- 
cast Network  next  Sat.  July  6.    This  will  be  a  discussion  by  Wilbur  Hurst,  ARS 
with  Bert  Hutchison.    Also  Foreign  Scientists  here  to  learn  Use  of  Atomic  Energy 
in  Agricultural  .Research.    Two  of  their  number  will  talk  with  Jack  TowErs  about 
this  program.    They  are  Carl  Lamm  of  Denmark  and  Bjorn  Sigurb jornson  of  Iceland, 

Developing  Private  Water  J^ijyjigs  will  get  fresh  treatment  on  NBC  on 
June  6.    Listen  to  the  Farm  and  Home  Hour  for  these  developments. 


See  Page  1  for  TV  package  Service  extension. 
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Four  Findings  in  Farm  Development 

Talking  before  the  Tennessee  Farmers'  Convention  at  Knoxville  last  week, 
Secretary  Benson  listed  four  things  learned  in  the  Pvural  Development  Program 
over  the  past  two  years.    He  said:  (l)  He  have  found  that  good  research  and 
extension  programs,  coupled  with  supervised  credit  and  technical  assistance, 
can  help  an  enterprising  farmer  get  ahead  --  even  though  his  capital  resources 
are  limited;  (2)  Me  have  found  that  non-farm  employment  offers  a  good 
opportunity  to  increase  income  in  many  areas;  (3)  We  have  found  that  rural 
people  often  do  not  have  to  leave  the  farms  in  order  to  take  off-farm  jobs; 
and  (k)  We  have  found  that  the  betterment  of  low  income  areas  must  be  a  long- 
range  job.    Problems  that  have  been  100  years  or  more  in  the  making  cannot  be 
solved  overnight.    The  Secretary  shared  the  concern  expressed  by  many,  that  too 
great  a  shift  to  industrial  centers  and  urban  life  could  cause  us  to  lose  some 
of  the  stability,  strength  and  character  that  we  had  as  a  nation  of  farmers. 
But  he  declared  this  need  not  occur.    He  pointed  out  that  we  can  add  to  the 
incomes  of  rural  people  by  dispersing  industry  and  bringing  more  jobs  within 
their  reach.    It  often  is  easier  to  develop  industry  where  the  people  are  than 
it  is  to  move  the  people  1000  miles  to  where  industry  happens  to  be  located. 

Large  Uheat  Exports  Reduce  Carryover 

For  the  marketing  year  beginning  July  1,  the  AM3  reported  today  that 
the  total  U.S.  wheat  supply  is  8  percent  less  than  a  year  ago.    Record  high 
exports  of  about  535  million  bushels  of  wheat  and  a  small  decline  in  production 
this  year  account  for  this  first  substantial  reduction  in  carryover  since  '52. 
.  .  .  .Preliminary  returns  from  the  referendum  held  on  June  20  in  the  36-State 
wheat  producing  area  show  that  over  83  percent  of  farmers  voting  favored 
marketing  quotas  for  next  year' 3  wheat  crop,  approval  by  more  than  two- thirds 
makes  the  quotas  effective.    With  this  approval,  farmers  in  the  commercial 
wheat  States  who  stay  within  the  acreages  allotted  for  their  farms,  will  be 
eligible  for  the  full  level  of  price  support  set  at  a  minimum  national  average 
of  $1.78  per  bushel.  .  .  .The  specialists  say  the  outlook  for  the  '57  wheat 
crop  in  northern  Hemisphere  countries  is  generally  favorable. 

U.S.  Trade  Groups  Endorse  Foreign  Program 

Representatives  from  trade  groups  and  farm  organizations  meeting  here 
today  and  yesterday  approved  the  current  programs  to  develop  markets  for  U.S. 
farm  products  abroad.    Under  Titfe  1  of  Public  Law  480,  71  market  development 
projects  including  exhibits  at  trade  fairs  are  being  carried  out  in  2k 
countries  in  cooperation  with  trade  groups  in  those  countries.    Ass't  Sec'y 
Earl  Butz  congratulated  the  groups  at  the  meeting  on  their  efforts  to  expand 
exports  of  food  and  fiber  abroad.    He  said  the  programs  are  the  acid  test 
as  we  strive  to  increase  dollar  sales  abroad.    He  said  we  are  all  concerned 
because  today  kl  percent  of  our  total  agricultural  e:rports  is  moving  under 
Government  programs.    Sec'y  Butz  said  that  through  the  efforts  of  these  U.S. 
trade  groups  we  hope  commercial  sales  for  dollars  will  be  increased. 


Sincerely, 


^.ayne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  Cs  Television  Service 


